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Mr HORAN (Toowoomba South—NPA) (9.44 p.m.): I want to speak briefly about a particular matter
regarding a chainsaw operator. I think this is the right time to mention it because it involves workers
compensation and workplace health and safety. This particular person is in his late sixties and has spent
many, many years cutting cypress pine in the Western Downs of Queensland. It is hard work. He has to get
in amongst the timber and cut the limbs off and drop the trees. In recent years the introduction of
workplace health and safety has seen particular specifications brought in concerning protective gear which
people should wear. Basically, they need to wear a very heavy belt arrangement and long weighted
trousers with Kevlar in them to prevent an accident in the event of a chainsaw coming across an operator's
legs.

The fellow who came to see me has been through workers compensation because of a back injury
that relates to an earlier injury he sustained. He is not the sort of person who wants to be off work because
he is 69 and still working in the cypress industry. He is as fit as a fiddle, probably has quite a few years left
in him and wants to work. He does not want to go out on the pension. I think it is admirable that he has that
sort of desire. 

Due to an earlier injury to his back, he is absolutely of the belief that the weight of this heavy
workplace health and safety gear, along with the wedges which they have to carry to insert into trees to
make them fall in particular areas, has caused the back injury that forced him to get some workers
compensation for a period of time. That workers compensation has finished. The tribunal has said that
there should not be any more and he wants to go back to work. As a result of his many years of experience
in working with cypress, he has modified the workplace health and safety suit so it is not as heavy. It still
protects his legs and his knees, and the part that hangs from his waist is a lot lighter because it is cut off
halfway down and overlaps his knees. The weight of the Kevlar protection and so forth is taken by his legs
from the knees down, and the other part on his waist that was causing him problems is reduced
substantially.

I am pleased the minister is taking so much notice, because he needs to get certification or approval
to use this equipment and he just cannot get it. He has talked to the ranger at work, and he has said that he
has to get workplace health and safety approval of this modified equipment. He has looked at the act and
under the particular act where he works—in forestry—it says that provided the equipment is safe, it offers
protection and does the job that it is supposed to do it should be able to be approved. I want to know where
this fellow can go to get a fair, honest and practical appraisal of the modification that he has made to this
safety equipment so that he can go back to work and earn a living. 

It is very hard to get people to do this hot, hard work in the cypress forests in the Western Downs or
western Queensland. It is difficult work, it is not attractive, not many young people want to do it anymore,
and he has experience. The contractor wants him to go out. They need him because of his expertise and
because of a shortage of labour. I hope there is an opportunity for the minister in his summing up to tell me
where he can go. Perhaps someone from his department can give us advice on how he can get a proper,
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practical appraisal. We do not want a bureaucratic response which just simply chops it out because it is not
100 per cent the way some other particular full-bodied suit is. It does all that a full-bodied suit does and it
would enable this fellow to get back to work, which is what he wants to do.

Mr Palaszczuk: We're taking that on board. We probably cannot respond tonight. 
Mr HORAN: I understand that. I thank the minister for that indication, and I look forward to a

response. 
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